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than orthography or grammar, and pleasure
in conversation, when analyzed, will show'
this fine sense of sound and articulation to
be the last element.

If any one had asked Webster upon what
part of his Dictionary he had expended the
most time and now set the highest value, he
would undoubtedly have answered at once
the etymology, and whatever related to
the history and derivation of words. The
greater part of the time given continuously,
from 180T to 1826, to the elaboration of his
Dictionary was spent upon this department;
his severest condemnation of Johnson was
upon the score of his ignorance in these par-
ticulars, and the credit which he took to
himself was frank and sincere. There can
be no doubt that he worked hard; there can
be no doubt, either, that he had his way to
make almost unaided by previous explorers.
The science of comparative philology is of
later birth; the English of Webster's day
were no better equipped than he for the
task which he undertook, except so far as
they were trained by scholarship to avoid
an empirical method. Home Tooke waa
the man who opened Webster's eyes, and